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Dear Friend,

The beginning of each new year always gives us occasion to reflect on the previous year.

Did we accomplish all that we hoped we would? Perhaps a family struggle or financial challenge
comes to mind. For some, the disappointment of dreams that didn’t come to fruition, or grief over the
loss of a loved one may still linger.

As I make my way into 2024, I have reflected on some of those
same thoughts.

But I am encouraged and comforted in remembering that one
thing never changes from one year to the next: Emmanuel . ..
God with us.

We are never alone in anything — not our failures, struggles,
losses, or victories. Jesus promised, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you,” (Hebrews 13:5b). That is truly good news!

With that in mind, I want to challenge you to make it a priority
to stay encouraged and stay engaged this year.

Stay encouraged. . . .
Think about what Paul wrote to believers in the church at Philippi:

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make

my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
(Phil 2:1-4 NIV)

In Jesus, we have encouragement, comfort, fellowship with the Holy Spirit, tenderness, and
compassion — and Paul exhorts us to embrace these things as we engage in service to others.

Stay engaged . . .

As we love and care for others, we offer the life-
transforming hope of Jesus to those who so desperately
need it.

We will have many opportunities to share the hope of
Jesus with others in 2024. Whenever disaster strikes,
hurting people will need our help.

From a Level 3 crisis like an apartment fire, to a
massive impact Level 0 event like a hurricane, when
we are prepared, we can come alongside survivors, and
the entire community can offer encouragement and
support in their most urgent time of need.

(over, please)




And this year, the Lord is using this ministry to reach beyond what we typically think
of as a ‘disaster.’

I look forward to sharing more details with you in future letters once the plans are finalized,
but we have been invited to meet with front-line leaders in Texas and Mexico regarding the
massive humanitarian crisis at the border.

In December, we partnered with other ministries to bless immigrant
survivors in Mexico with much-needed personal supplies and toys for
children just in time for Christmas. We are discussing opportunities
to train their response teams to effectively minister to the
emotional and spiritual needs of thousands of migrants who are
suffering from exposure, hunger, crime, trafficking, and worse.

Remember, you must be equipped and prepared first in order
to help others. Be sure to visit the ADRN website to access
valuable information to prepare yourself and your family for the
unexpected. You can download printable Grab & Go checklists,
Family Evacuation Plans, and more.

Most importantly, keep your heart and mind set on Jesus. Stay
encouraged by His constant presence, and engage with others this year,
offering the comfort, compassion, and love that comes from unity in Sharing the love of Jesus
Christ. God bless you in this new year! with children at the border

With gratitude,

P.S. | Your generous, tax-deductible gift today will
help ADRN be prepared to respond to the

Rev. Dr. Dwight Bailey, Jr. practical, emotional, and spiritual needs of

ADRN Executive Director survivors when disaster strikes. Thank you!

Ways to Engage

Support Hope Family Thrift Store

Your shopping, donations and volunteer support
helps ADRN in our mission to provide needed
household items, clothing and shoes to those

affected by disaster.
Pray .

Our first and most important response. Join us Company Match

to pray for those suffering through crisis or loss; Many companies in the Austin area offer their

for the volunteer teams, first responders, and city employees matching funds for charitable donations
officials; for local pastors and churches, and for made by volunteering their time, with some offering
everyone who is affected by the disaster. a dollar-for-dollar match.

Volunteer Partner

Relevant, effective crisis response training equips Individuals as well as compassionate businesses and
our volunteers to offer physical, emotional, and corporate partners provide invaluable assistance for
spiritual care to those affected by disaster. survivors requiring long-term relief efforts.

For more information, email: communitypartners@adrntx.org
ADRN Survivor & General Info Hotline: 512-806-0800



